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SECRET STATE 038203 

NODIS 

FOR THE AMBASSADOR 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MASS, EG. SA. IS, US 

SUBJECT: SECRETARY'S ANNOUNCEMENT ON MIDDLE EAST AIRCRAFT 

1 . FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF STATEMENT BY SECRETARY VANCE ON 
SALES OF AIRCRAFT TO ISRAEL, EGYPT AND SAUDI ARABIA THAT 
WILL BE RELEASED BY THE DEPARTMENT AT 1:15 P.M. ON FEBRUARY 
14. YOU SHOULD PROVIDE COPY OF TEXT TO HOST GOVERNMENT IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH INSTRUCTIONS SENT SEPTEL. 
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2. BEGIN TEXT: 

CONSISTENT WITH OUR POLICY THAT ARMS TRANSFERS WILL BE 
USED TO PROMOTE OUR NATIONAL SECURITY AND THAT OF OUR CLOSE 
FRIENDS, I HAVE RECOMMENDED TO THE PRESIDENT AND HE HAS 
APPROVED SALES OF CERTAIN AIRCRAFT TO ISRAEL, EGYPT AND 
SAUDI ARABIA, SUBJECT TO THE USUAL CONGRESSIONAL REVIEW. 
NEXT WEEK WE WILL BEGIN THE OFFICIAL PROCESS OF INFORMING 
AND CONSULTING WITH THE CONGRESS. THE FORMAL NOTIFICATIONS 
WILL NOT BE SUBMITTED UNTIL AFTER THE EASTER RECESS IN ORDER 
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TO GIVE CONGRESS AN OPPORTUNITY TO REVIEW FULLY THE PRO- 
POSED SALES. THESE SALES WILL BE UNDERTAKEN OVER A PERIOD 
OF SEVERAL YEARS. DECIDING TO MAKE THE SALES WAS A VERY 
COMPLEX DECISION, AND I WANT TO SHARE OUR THOUGHTS FULLY ON 
THIS MATTER WITH THE AMERICAN PEOPLE. 

WE ARE AWARE OF THE VIEW THAT ANY NEW AIRCRAFT SALES 
TO THIS REGION MUST BE SEEN IN THE CONTEXT OF BOTH THE 
NEGOTIATING PROCESS AND OUR OBJECTIVE OF A PEACE SETTLE- 
MENT. WE HAVE CONSIDERED CAREFULLY THIS ASPECT OF THE 
MATTER AND CONCLUDED THAT OUR INTERESTS IN MIDDLE EAST 
PEACE AND SECURITY WILL BE BEST SERVED IF WE GO FORWARD 
WITH SOME PART OF THE AIRCRAFT SALES REQUESTED BY THESE 
COUNTRIES. 

OUR COMMITMENT TO ISRAEL'S SECURITY HAS BEEN AND REMAINS 
FIRM. ISRAEL MUST HAVE FULL CONFIDENCE IN ITS ABILITY 
TO ASSURE ITS OWN DEFENSE. IN PARTICULAR. THIS MEANS 
ISRAEL MUST BE ABLE TO PLAN FOR THE CONTINUED MODERNIZA- 
TION OF ITS AIR FORCE. THE PRESIDENT S DECISION GIVES 
PARTICULAR EMPHASIS TO THESE POINTS. 

EGYPT, TOO, MUST HAVE REASONABLE ASSURANCE OF ITS ABILITY 
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TO DEFEND ITSELF IF IT IS TO CONTINUE THE PEACE NEGOTIA- 
TIONS WITH CONFIDENCE. WHEN PRESIDENT SADAT MADE HIS 
COURAGEOUS DECISION SEVERAL YEARS AGO TO FOLLOW A COURSE 
IN FOREIGN AFFAIRS THAT INVOLVED A CHANGE IN HIS 
COUNTRY'S RELATIONS WITH THE SOVIET UNION, HE LOST HIS 
MAJOR SOURCE OF MILITARY EQUIPMENT. THIS WAS PARTICULARLY 
THE CASE IN EGYPTIAN DEFENSIVE AIRCRAFT CAPABILITY. WE 
BELIEVE WE HAVE A BASIC INTEREST IN RESPONDING TO EGYPT'S 
LEGITIMATE NEEDS. 

SAUDI ARABIA IS OF IMMENSE IMPORTANCE IN PROMOTING A 
COURSE OF MODERATION IN THE MIDDLE EAST- WITH RESPECT TO 
PEACEMAKING AND OTHER REGIONAL INITIATIVES-AND MORE 
BROADLY IN WORLD AFFAIRS, AS IN PETROLEUM AND FINANCIAL 
POLICY. THE SAUDI GOVERNMENT HAS A LEGITIMATE REQUIRE- 
MENT TO MODERNIZE ITS VERY LIMITED AIR DEFENSES. FOR 
SEVERAL YEARS, WE AND THEY HAVE RECOGNIZED THE NEED TO 
MODERNIZE THEIR AIR FORCE WITH AN ADVANCED INTERCEPTOR. 
THEY HAVE ASKED FOR A LIMITED NUMBER OF F-15S, THE FIRST 
OF WHICH WOULD NOT BE DELIVERED FOR SEVERAL YEARS. WE 
BELIEVE THEIR REQUEST IS REASONABLE AND IN OUR INTEREST 
TO FULFILL. 

WE HAVE CONCLUDED, THEREFORE, THAT THE SALES OF THESE 
AIRCRAFT TO THE COUNTRIES IN QUESTION WILL HELP TO 
MEET THEIR LEGITIMATE SECURITY REQUIREMENTS, WILL NOT 
ALTER THE MILITARY BALANCE IN THE REGION, AND WILL BE 
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CONSISTENT WITH THE OVERRIDING OBJECTIVE OF A JUST AND 
LASTING PEACE. 

ACCORDINGLY, THE ADMINISTRATION PLANS TO NOTIFY CONGRESS 
OF OUR INTENT TO MAKE THE FOLLOWING SALES: 

- FOR ISRAEL, 15 F-15S, IN ADDITION TO THE 25 PREVIOUSLY 
SOLD, AND 75F-16S. 
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PAGE 04 STATE 038203 

-FOR EGYPT, 50F-5S. 

- FOR SAUDI ARABIA, 60 F-15S. 

WE WILL BE SIGNING CONTRACTS FOR THESE AIRCRAFT OVER 
THE NEXT SEVERAL YEARS. THESE SALES WILL BE CONSISTENT 
WITH THE PRESIDENT S GLOBAL ARMS TRANSFER POLICY AND WILL 
BE WITHIN THE DOLLAR VOLUME CEILING THAT HE HAS ESTABLISH 
ED. THE DETAILS WILL BE REPORTED TO CONGRESS WHEN THE 
STATUTORY NOTIFICATIONS ARE PROVIDED. 

ALL OF THESE SALES ARE DIRECTLY SUPPORTIVE OF OUR 
OVERALL OBJECTIVES IN THE MIDDLE EAST. MEMBERS OF THE 
ADMINISTRATION WILL BE TESTIFYING BEFORE A NUMBER OF 
CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEES IN SUPPORT OF THIS PACKAGE SO 
THAT CONGRESS WILL HAVE FULL OPPORTUNITY TO MAKE ITS JUDG 
MENT DURING THE PERIOD OF ITS REVIEW. END TEXT. VANCE 

SECRET 


« END OF DOCUMENT » 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 

Capture Date: 02 sep 1999 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: n/a 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 14feb 1978 

Decaption Date: 20 Mar 2014 

Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 

Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978STATE038203 

Document Source: ADS 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: NEA:SSOBER:SEB 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: 1 1 652 GDS 

Errors: n/a 

Expiration: 

Film Number: n/a 
Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: linkl 978/newtext/tl 978021 17/baaabedn. tel 

Line Count: 142 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 

Message ID: 6bd321cf-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: n/a 

Original Classification: SECRET 
Original Handling Restrictions: NODIS 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: SECRET 
Previous Handling Restrictions: NODIS 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 20 jun 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3467838 
Secure: LOCK1 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SECRETARYYS ANNOUNCEMENT ON MIDDLE EAST AIRCRAFT 

TAGS: MASS, EG, SA, IS, US 

To: CAIRO NIACT JIDDA NIACT MULTIPLE 

Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/6bd321 cf-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



